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Brother Hill
On Tuesday, January 13, 2015, Brother Steve Hill was 

teaching his freshman boys’ Health class.  During 
the course of conversation he said to them, “If I die 

tomorrow, I’ll be alright.”  He had made it clear to them many 
times that because he was God’s son death would be his 
gain.  The next day Steve experienced that gain as he came 
face-to-face with Jesus!   
 
Wednesday, January 14, was the last day of the first semester 
and the K-12 student body gathered in the gym the final 
hour of the day for a pre-Homecoming pep rally.  Brother Hill 
joined a few other staff members on the court for a brief and 
light-hearted game of basketball against the senior boys.  He 
had always been a fierce and talented athletic competitor and 
was happy to have helped “beat those whippersnappers,” as 
he gleefully said to another staff member shortly after the game.  A few moments before the students 
were released for the day, he headed out of the gym to beat the rush back to the classroom 
building.  While he was crossing the parking lot, his Heavenly Father called Steve to his eternal home.   
 
It seems perfectly fitting that he spent 
his final day on earth with students and 
staff he loved at a place he dearly loved.  
After all, he had spent 48 of his 57 years at 
Portland Christian School.  Steven Ernest 
Hill entered PCS as a first grader and 
graduated as president of his class in 1975.  
From there he went on to Southeastern 
Christian College in Winchester, KY 
where he met the love of his life, Dana 
Hendren.  They were married in 1979 after 
he completed his bachelor’s degree at 
Kentucky Christian College.  Together they 
had two children, Ashley and Aaron, both 
of whom graduated from PCS.   
 
After earning his degree in teaching, Steve wasted no time getting back to PCS.  Just four years 
after graduating from Portland Christian, he returned as a teacher.  It was here that he spent the 
next thirty-six years as “Brother Hill,” mainly as a teacher of 7th, 8th, and 9th grades.  As his PCS 
classmate and life-long friend, Tim Morrow, put it, “Steve never outgrew junior high.”  To some 
looking in from the outside, it might have appeared that Steve did not achieve to his potential.  He 
spent his entire career as a classroom teacher working for a meager salary when he could gone 
elsewhere and earned considerably more or moved into administration.  But his vision was for 
something higher than financial gain or career advancement.  He knew that God had called him to 
impact the lives of students for Christ.  So it was his joy to do just that with all of his heart, whether 
teaching in a classroom, coaching sports, sponsoring a class, lending a listening ear, greeting 
students in the hallway, driving a bus, leading a summer work crew, serving on the school board, 
or playing one of his endless practical jokes.    
 
The impact of Brother Hill’s commitment to teaching and mentoring students has been beautifully 
apparent over the past several weeks.  Within hours of his home-going, social media sites began 
filling with messages of praise that showed just what God had accomplished through Steve 
because of his faithfulness. (...continued on page 5)  
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Brother Hill



The Portland Five

What a winter we have had this year. The snow storm of 2015 
was one that we will remember. There is something else I will 
remember about the winter of 2015 and that is the Portland 

Five. I know what you are thinking. What is the Portland Five? Actually 
the question should be who is the Portland Five. Sit back and enjoy a cup 
of hot chocolate while we are blanketed with another deep snow as I 
introduce them to you.
 
This past winter I had the opportunity to take my girls’ basketball team 
to Louisville to play in the Portland Christian High School Christmas 
tournament. Portland is one of the oldest Christian schools in the state of 
Kentucky.  Portland Christian has just over 400 students in kindergarten 
through twelfth grade. Their high school has just over 120 students. 
 
The first thing that stood out about the school was their athletic director 
Rick Folden. Mr. Rick is a retired coach who now serves as the AD. Rick just 
seemed to be a fellow that probably had a treasure chest full of stories from 
his lifetime spent in athletics. He was as personable as anybody we ran into across the state this year. He also served as a great host 
for their Christmas Tournament. The hospitality started when he had someone meet our bus on the street and usher us into the 
parking lot. The tournament that he ran was simply first class. 
 
Later on in January the Portland Christian team made a swing through western Kentucky. They stopped in on a Saturday 
afternoon to play us. We didn’t face their team in the Christmas tournament so this was the first time we had seen them play. This 
is also where the story really gets fascinating. The Portland team only had five girls. They were senior Kayla Niestadt, junior Sunny 
Jin, sophomore Emily Scott and freshman Hannah Taylor and Lydia Cyrus. They did not have any substitutes. As a matter of fact 
Sunny Jin was a foreign exchange student from China. It took her for them to have enough girls to play. 
 
Tim Taylor served as the teams coach. Coach Taylor is the father of freshman Hannah Taylor. Coach Taylor coached the Portland 
Five for the entire season for a total salary of NOTHING. You see, Portland Christian is the only KHSAA high school that does not 
pay their coaches. Taylor simply donated his time and no telling how much of his own funds so Portland Christian could have a 
team and a season. 
 
Now let’s get back to the team only having five girls. Coach Taylor said it was really tough to practice because there was no 
opposition to go against. He said, “We had to stress fundamentals and get really creative with our drills.” Taylor also said that they 
did not have a girl foul out all season so they never dipped below five players. In other words every one of their players played 
every minute of the season. 
 
After our game with Portland in January we invited the team to the Cadiz Restaurant for a late afternoon meal. As the sun began 
to set on that winter day, five of our players sat across from their five players. The girls swapped stories and exchanged cultures 
you might say. The Portland girls talked about living in the city while our girls told stories from the countryside. The Portland girls 
had lots of questions about the abundance of pigs lining Main Street. This led to our own junior player Taylor Gray giving the city 
girls a lesson about country hams. It was nothing short of awesome to watch Taylor take the girls through the process of curing 
a ham and explain why the pig is so important to Trigg County. In return Sunny Jin talked about her homeland of China and 
explained how she wants to return and work on major environmental issues facing her country.
 
As you might imagine Portland struggled on the court this season with only five girls. The Portland girls were winless as they 
approached the end of their season. Only a couple of games were left as St. Francis came to their gym for homecoming. Freshman 
Hannah Taylor scored 21 points as Portland got their only win of the season by a score of 40-25. 
 
History will show that the Portland Christian girls’ basketball team finished their season with a record of 1-15.  An outsider might 
simply look at the numbers and gawk at their proclivity of losing. I say different. The Portland Five were a team of super young 
people full of heart, character and values. The Portland Five were not afraid or embarrassed to compete when they were severely 

The following article was written by Mike Wright, Coach of the Trigg County High School girls’  basketball team and is slated for publication 
in the Cadiz Record newspaper on March 11 (www.cadizrecord.com).  It is reprinted below in its original form without correction.  
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Coach Tim Taylor, Sunny Jin, Emily Scott, Kayla Niestadt,  
Hannah Taylor, Lydia Cyrus.



undermanned. The Portland Five and their Coach Tim Taylor were not 
losers at all. Trust me on this, the Portland Five are winners. You see, while 
others sit on the sideline and watch life go by The PORTLAND FIVE WERE 
IN THE GAME.
 
Enthusiasm Makes the Difference,
 
 Coach Mike Wright
 
 
OT: Coach Taylor is no stranger to athletics. His son Jonathan Taylor was the 
3200 meter champ in the state of Kentucky a couple of years ago and now 
runs at Taylor University in Upland University.

Portland Seniors Aren’t  
Horsing Around

PCS Science Fair 

Portland seniors Olla Drane and Lee Meredith each exhibited a piece 
of their art at the Kentucky Derby Museum for the “Horsing Around 
with Art” juried competition. Their work was on display at the 

museum from January 19 through February 15. Olla received special 
recognition at an awards ceremony, winning honorable mention for her 
beautiful charcoal drawing of a racing horse.

PCS held its annual science fair on February 11th for the elementary and 
February 12th for junior high and high school.  The students worked 
for several weeks developing projects that would demonstrate their 

understanding of the scientific method. They conducted three tests to make 
sure their findings were conclusive and supportive of their hypotheses.   Not 
only did the students conduct scientific experiments but they also used 
those experiments to demonstrate how God has created an orderly universe. 
They connected their experiments with a Bible verse and then explained 

how that verse was a reflection of the work they 
did. The judges had a difficult task of choosing 
one project from each grade level as the judges’ 
choice.  The top 3 or 4 students move on to the 
ACSI Science Fair held in March, 2015.   
 
Judges Choice Projects:  
2nd Grade- Wesley Lanham 
4th Grade- Ella Kate Porter 
6th Grade- Cora Fields
 
Watch the next issue of “Good Report” to find out the full results of the PCS and ACSI science fairs for 
elementary, junior high and high school.  Congratulations to all!  

Olla holding her certificate in front of her artwork.
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Brother Hill: PCS Students’ Perspectives 
More Than a Teacher
By: Matthew McClellan

On January 14, 2015, Portland Christian was hit hard by the unexpected passing of beloved Junior 
High and High School teacher Steve Hill, or Brother Hill as he was known by the students he 
cared for so deeply. Steve Hill was born on August 21, 1957. He was a 1975 graduate of Portland 
Christian School and attended Southeastern Christian College, where he met the love of his life, 
Dana. They married in 1979 and had two children, Aaron and Ashley, who gave Brother Hill three 
grandchildren, Jordan, Tobin and Paisley. He returned to his beloved PCS as a high school teacher 
in English, Bible, Sociology, Family Life and P.E. Brother Hill left an indelible impression on every-
one he met, whether in the classroom or coaching golf, volleyball, or baseball. He imparted all of 
his wisdom on his students, and taught us many things that we never knew about ourselves, and 
at the same time, no one could crack a joke or a witty, sarcastic remark at the drop of a hat like 
Brother Hill. These remarks were never insincere or biting, but rather an extension of his way of 
being actively involved in the lives of his students. The legacy of Brother Hill goes far beyond his 
many classes and catchphrases. A testament to his influence flooded social media shortly after 
news of his passing spread. “Best teacher ever” , “Great Man” and “Awesome influence” “More than 
a teacher, but a mentor and friend” were common sentiments from the outpourings. From the 
humorous remembrances of the past, to the true to life ways he talked about life, one thing was 
evident: Portland Christian would never be the same place again. Brother Hill may now be with 
the Lord, but the “Good Mornings”, the “I’ll wait” and the legendary cry of “88!” are forever woven 
into the minds of anyone who has attended Portland. Brother Hill would encourage us as we 
mourn to go on and live our lives. As he sang every year in opening chapel, his blessed Jesus has 
led him like a shepherd to his heavenly home. No one will ever forget the loving legacy of Brother 
Hill, a man who touched thousands of lives, just by living.

36 Year Legacy
By: Ruth Ann Dye

Chapel on Tuesday, January 20 was a difficult time, yet filled with recollections of joy. The life of 
Brother Steve Hill was remembered and honored by students and teachers. Lasting four hours, 
students were helped through their grieving by worship, teachings, and reflection. Brother Hills’ 
family attended the chapel to hear how he touched and influenced his students and co-workers. 
Brian Sites, head worship leader at Southeast Christian Church, guided those gathered in song at 
the beginning of chapel. Dr. Jason Mackey spoke to the students, teaching them while also talking 
to them about the value of a person’s life. The microphone was opened up for students and co-
workers to share funny and sincere memories of times with Brother Hill. Students were also given 
the opportunity to write their expereinces down, along with other great things they leaned from 
Brother Hill. These papers were compiled and copied to be given to the Hill family. The extended 
chapel really helped the students in their grieving process.

Such a Blessing
By: Jordan Wells

“Steve always said he would draw a bigger crowd than me,” Bennie Hill, Steve’s brother, began his 
eulogy. Over 700 people inspired by Steve Hills’ life attended the funeral on Sunday January 18, 
and 874 signed the book at his visitation in Indiana. Filling all the auditorium seats, the cafeteria, 
and the balcony, the wide space became standing room only. People shared laughs, tears, and 
memories of the life of Steve Hill. Brother Earl C. Mullins Jr. also shared a heartfelt eulogy for Steve 
Hill, encouraging us to listen to what Steve Hill has taught us over many years. The microphone 
was opened up to the crowd for anyone wanting to share a story, funny or serious, to help all 
reflect on Steve Hill’s journey. As a response to Steve Hill’s funeral, wife and mother of PCS alumni 
Bev Heid wrote, “Such a blessing to be able to attend Bro. Hill’s service and to see all the people 
that he blessed.  Bro. Hill touched more lives than he ever dreamed of. Thank you Steve for your 
impact on so many.” 
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(...continued from page 1) 

 “Bro Hill, thank you for the life lessons that you taught us, the students of PCHS, in the past 36 years. You taught us the 
importance of having humor while at work, how to laugh at ourselves while feeling special, and to remember that God is  
always in control. You taught us the value of sportsmanship, the expectation of a Christian athlete, and to always be leaders  

 on and off the field. They say the effectiveness of a teacher is measured by the legacy that is left behind. If so, then God  
 utilized you more than any of us can ever imagine.   Thank you for your love, dedication, and for allowing Christ to shine  
 through you!”    
 (James Heid) 
 
 “For my teacher, encourager, summer cleaning boss and brother in Christ, Steve Hill: 
  
 I remember a time when we circled you, youths with fire and something to prove.   Yet one by one you took us down.  I  
 remember a man who commanded knights, a three move checkmate out of the blue.  You put mayonnaise on what? 
 
 I remember a board with words, homophones, diagrams, heteronyms  ‘You have a brother?’ 
 
 I remember a song strong and true, ‘Savior like a Shepherd lead us  
 Much we need thy tenderest care’ Steve, we will miss you.”    
 (Jonathan Jared Adams)
 
 “Today I remember a man, a mentor, a friend.  I remember a father, a brother, and teacher.  I remember a man who  
 treated us as his own, influenced so many who passed through his door.  Today, I remember Brother Steven Ernest Hill,  
 a man whose legacy can’t be measured.”    
 (Erik King)
 

 
Someone stated that Steve never asked for anything for himself, he just lived.  That, I believe, 
catches the essence of the man.  He lived an authentic Christian life, genuinely caring for 
each individual he met more than himself.  And he did it with a unique combination of 
humor and sincerity.  Whether he was listening to a high school student pour out their heart 
about a difficult life issue or flattening a 9th grade boy with a dodgeball in P.E. class, the 
students knew that he genuinely cared about and loved them for who they were.  
 
At Steve’s memorial service at Portland Christian School on Sunday, January 18, the 
auditorium was filled to standing-room-only and the crowd overflowed into the cafeteria.  
When Bro. Earl Mullins, Jr. opened the floor to anyone who wanted to share personal 
testimonies about what Steve meant to them, one after another of his former students and 
parents of students spoke.  Tributes continued to be written about him online, and during 
an extended chapel service on January 20th, current junior high and high students filled a 
scrapbook with written memories of how he had touched their lives. 

Those of us who have had the privilege of calling Brother Steve Hill our teacher, colleague, 
mentor and friend are grateful to God for that privilege.  We will deeply miss him but are the 
better for having known him and seen Christ in him.  But Brother Hill would not want us to 
simply remember him fondly.  He would rather that we take inspiration, courage and lessons 
from his life so as to better live ours for the Lord.  As Steve’s brother, Bennie Hill, wrote  
recently:

 To those of us who remain, Steve, who is now among the “great cloud of witnesses” 
 cheering us on (Hebrews 1), would say: “Don’t quit! Don’t give up! Continue to fight  
 the good fight!  Finish the race!  KEEP THE FAITH!  Because there’s a crown of  
 righteousness waiting – especially if you love the appearing of the Lord.  
 (2 Timothy 4:7-8)   When you see where I am now – you’ll be convinced: IT’S WORTH IT!” 
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Drawing by Lee Merideth, Grade 12

Drawing by Kristin Lewter, Grade 10



For forty-eight years, Steve Hill sang these words of the hymn Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us in Portland Christian School’s 
opening chapel.  Steve was a talented singer and fond of this hymn, so in his honor we include the lyrics here.  May they be a 
blessing to you as they were to Steve and to generations of PCS faculty, staff and alumni through the years.     

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
    Words attributed to Dorothy A. Thrupp

Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

We are Thine; do Thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us when we pray;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us when we pray.

Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and power to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee.

Early let us seek Thy favor;
Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With Thy love our beings fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
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Alumni News & Notes 
Class of 1964 50th

On January 9, 2015 the Class of 1964 celebrated their 
50th year reunion at the home of Mike and Betty 
Sanders.  A potluck dinner was enjoyed by all.  Class 

members recounted memories of their senior play, senior trip 
to Chicago, concerts, and various memories of the old study 
hall/chapel building.  
 
Class members present were:  Mike Sanders, Hall Wendell 
Crowder, Berkeley Ludwick, Sue (Higgins) Knowles, Crystal (Crowder) Hardin, Carolyn (Richards) Highbaugh, Carol (LaHue) 
Higgins, Louise (Heid) LaHue, and Colleen (Caven) Morrison.   
 
If you have updates on PCS alumni that you would like included in a future edition of this newsletter, please send your  
submission for consideration to dan.wilson@portlandchristian.org or by mail to Portland Christian School, 8509 Westport Road, 
Louisville, KY  40242.  

The Portland Christian School Alumni Banquet will be held on Saturday, April 25 at Huber’s.
Please contact the school for more details.

502-429-3727  www.portlandchristian.org
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Thanks to God’s People in Action
We would like to thank the many people who came forward to help Brother Hill’s family and 
Portland Christian School in the days and weeks following his passing.  We would especially like 
to acknowledge the blessings of the following:  
 
• Brother Mark Miller, PCS alum and former PCS faculty member, who came out of recent  

retirement from public education to cover Brother Hill’s classes for two weeks even though he 
and his wife live in Brownsville, KY.       

• Beth Haven Christian School for sending cookies and notes of encouragement for each of our 
students, and lunch and notes for each of our faculty and staff members.  This past October 
Beth Haven experienced the death of one of their own male faculty members.  During our teacher 
in-service two days after Steve Hill’s passing Beth Haven’s Head of School, Mrs. Diana Cahill, 
shared with us the lessons they learned from their experience and spoke words of comfort 
and encouragement to us.  We are so thankful that Beth Haven put into practice the words of 
Paul:

 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the  
 God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any  
 trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.    
  - II Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV)

Non-discriminatory Policy Statement Portland Christian School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national, or 
ethnic origin, in the administration of our educational policies, admissions procedures, or school-administered programs.


